[Clinicopathological survey of persistent hypocomplementemic glomerulonephritis in children; correlation of DPGN and MPGN type I].
We studied clinicopathologically 19 patients with abnormal urinary findings accompanying with persistent hypocomplementemia under age 15. They consisted of 6 patients with membranoproliferative glomerulonephritis (MPGN) type I, 2 with MPGN type II, 2 with focal MPGN, 8 with diffuse proliferative glomerulonephritis (DPGN), 1 with focal glomerulonephritis (FGN). 17 cases were treated with steroid. In 2 patients with MPGN type I and 1 patient with DPGN, the treatment resulted in normalization of serum C3 level and urinary abnormalities and improvement of histological findings. In 3 patients with DPGN, urinary abnormalities and hypocomplementemia have been persisted and histological findings changed to those of MPGN type I. Thus, DPGN with hypocomplementemia seems to be an early stage of MPGN type I.